THE BOOK OF

ACTS

LIiFE IN THE SPIRIT B

Acts 15:1-35 —
Message + Mission + Multiply



Acts 15:1 NIV

= ——
— —

Certain people came down
from Judea to Antioch and
‘were teaching the
believers: “Unless you are
circumcised, according to
the custom taught by
Moses, you cannot be
saved.”




Antioch is about
300 miles north of
- Jerusalem.

If travelers
averaged 20 miles
a day it would take
some fifteen days
of actual walking.
Donkeys would be

the preferred
“beast of burden.”
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Desert




P 55 IR AL - — 53, )
— 5 " F{’rfﬁh @ @ o, @ New Castle V>
iy 5 o
=B B F H * Sid— Decatur rashets o Richmond _ s=
ingfi o : |
- pring ) T & Indianapolis @ 7 w
o
Nashville Tennessee V2 Chatham (3) 2 () Center Christian Church .
] i =
= " Paris Greenwood
Taylorville A ; g i @
ey ] o il
Center Christian Church, 9112 N 50 W, K Mattoon Tendbiaie. o v Shelfedle
z i o
Pana shelbyville Charleston Vinid @ Hamollton
o 3
o Gri aMason
57) 9 _
Litchfield Bloomington Columbus Ha
o B + A .
. Effingham f o % cincinnati
53] Sullivan . el
Leavenow ~ OPTIONS el Linton Fotence. - P
. a
. & {= 4 h 42 min
295 mil
Edwardsville ﬁ e
Send directions to your phone e [ 7
Gk g o Oey
0Uis 3 Vincennes
5 Salem o - Washington
i el @ ° @ gﬁ Salem
. L Bellevi i i i
vial-65 N 4 h 42 min A Centralia French Lick & 5h 10 min o
Z 306 miles 7
Fast_est route, the usual traffic 285 miles E Fairfield : ﬁ Jad _Hoosier
A Th = Mt Vemaon ° Princeton @ National Forest
A 5 different time zona o 6 - Loui \JIALE )
(51) 6] sheloville - Frankfort @
7 ed] Georgetown i
DETAILS Cattii 9 Santa Claus @ 9 g j
o il : Lexington !
. Benton : o Winc|
Chester r WitV Evansyille Tell City s
. . “ t Vernon +] v
via I-65 N and US-421 N 5h 10 min g g 3
Hend;rson Rad;:ll'if Bardstowit
:_‘I "| 'ier 5 ‘v 5
06 miles Perryville Carbondale Marion Harrigburg Owennsmro % Rthon'
° [ o 2 o Elizabi Wl -
Les) Danville
? Berea
q ts'ha“;nFee t : Lettchfield
\ ational rores : o
Cape | s 2 @
Girardeau 9 Madisonville Gamgbsieile
q a
&
Central City @
- A e s .
Paducah = 69 Greenville . Columbia Somerset
b o (23] Princeton w R
55 Bowling Glas;;ow Russell Springs Daniel Boo|
Sikeston ﬁ e National Fo
Dexter 4 Bentona Land Between Hopkinsville {127} Monticello
a A
o) () Mayfied ﬂ;f t*:akei‘i will
4 ational
ot Recreation.. Fort Campbell
1 ; ;
Murray Clarksville ()
o
Union City
f Martin ﬁ Livingston
i o
Yy o ¥ o
enrpen Pauns Hi er;sorwllle
Leb
@ @ Fon Cookeyille @
Wavirly u Nashville Lio B
ickson
| Dyerghurg Canguen & l:@ 4 Bieh it Dak DR
Ell Satellite i Crossville
o

Hurrica /
i Franklin

Googlente

Sparta







Questlon

What natmnahty -

do you think these

certain people
belong to?



Questlon %

Who do you think
- ultimately is

‘behind this
teaching?




Questlon %

Do you think
‘Gentile males are
having difficulty

with this?



~Acts 15: 2 NIV

= ——
— —

This brought Paul and
Barnabas into sharp
dispute and debate with
them. So Paul and Barnabas

were appointed, along with

some other believers, to go

up to Jerusalem to see the

apostles and elders about
' this question.



Questlon

Where do we seek
guidance from?



Question

How is
- disagreement
viewed today?



Questlon

How 1S debate
viewed today?

——



~Acts 15: 2 NIV

= ——
— —

This brought Paul and
Barnabas into sharp dispute
and debate with them. So
Paul and Barnabas were
appointed, along with
some other believers, to go
up to Jerusalem to see the
apostles and elders about

' this question.




Questlon

What character tra1t
is exhibited by Paul
"~ Heyet




Acts 15 3 NIV ‘

The church sent them on
their way, and as they
traveled through Phoenicia
- and Samarna, they told
how the Gentiles had been
converted. This news
made all the believers very
glad.

——



Questlon

‘What were they
doing during their
travel to Jerusalem?




Questlon

— - ——

What can we learn
~ from this?



Acts 15 4 NIV ‘

When they came to
Jerusalem, they were
“welcomed by the church
and the apostles and
elders, to whom they
reported everything God

——

had done through them.




Questlon

What were they %
- reporting?




Acts 15: 5 NIV{

Then some of the believers
who belonged to the
party of the Pharisees
stood up and said, “The
Gentiles must be
circumcised and required
to keep the law of Moses.”

S — — ——




Questlon

What typ1cally
- happens to our
focus when we
want to win an
- argument?



Contfirmation Bias (F. Bacon 1620) '

- “Once a man’s .
understanding has settled on
something (either because it
- is an accepted belief or

because it pleases him), it
draws everything else also to
support and agree with it.




And if it encounters a larger
number of more powerful
countervailing examples, it
either fails to notice them, or
disregards them, or makes fine
distinctions to dismiss and
reject them, and all this with
much dangerous prejudice, to
preserve the authority of its
~ tirst Conceptions.”



Acts 15 4 NIV ‘

When they came to
Jerusalem, they were
“welcomed by the church
and the apostles and
elders, to whom they
reported everything God

——

had done through them.




Acts 15: 5 NIV{

Then some of the believers
who belonged to the
party of the Pharisees
stood up and said, “The
Gentiles must be
circumcised and required
to keep the law of Moses.”

S — — ——




Questlon

What were

Pharisees known
for?




Questlon

——

Can you see how
their false teaching
is expanding?



Acts 15: 1 NIV

= ——
— —

Certain people came down

from Judea to Antioch and
‘were teaching the

believers: “Unless you are

circumcised, according to

the custom taught by
Moses you cannot be
saved.”




Acts 15 5 NIV ‘

Then some of the bellevers

who belonged to the party

of the Pharisees stood up
and said, “The Gentiles
must be circumcised

and required to keeg
the law of Moses.”

- e




Acts 15 6 NIV ‘

7 he apostles and elders
met to consider this
question.

——




Acts 15 Z NIV

= - ——
—_ — =

After much dtscusswn
Peter got up and addressed
them: “Brothers, you know

~ that some time ago God
made a choice among you
that the Gentiles might hear
from my lips the message of

the gospel and believe.




Acts 15 S NIV ‘

God, who knows the .

heart, showed that he
“accepted them by giving
the Holy Spirit to them,

just as he did to us.




Acts 15 >, NIV ‘

He did not dlscrzmmate .
between us and them, for
he purified their hearts by
faith.

——




Questlon

Where 1S Peter
finding the answer?

——



Questlon

Who is Peter takmg
- outofthe
‘discussion?




Acts 15 1() NIV ‘

Now then, why do you try
to test God by putting on
- the necks of Gentiles a
yoke that neither we
nor our ancestors have

been able to bear?®

- e




Acts15: T1 NIV~

No! We believe it is

through the grace of our
Lord Jesus that we are
saved, just as they are.”




Questlon

How do you think
they are going to
prove this?



Acts 14: 3 NIV ‘

' So Paul and Barnabas .
spent considerable time
there, speaking boldly for
the Lord who confirmed
the message of his
grace by enabling them
to perform signs and
wonders.

——




Acts 15: 12 NIV

The whole assembly
became silent as they
listened to Barnabas and
Paul telling about the
signs and wonders God
had done among the
Gentiles through them.

——




Acts 15 13 14 NIV

When they finished, James
spoke up. “Brothers,” he
said, “listen to me. Simon
has described to us how
God first intervened to
choose a people for his
name from the Gentiles.




Acts 15 15 NIV ‘

The words of the

- prophets are in
agreement with this, as
it 1s written:

——




Questlon

What else are they
~using to support
their argument?




Acts 15 16 NIV ‘

“After this I will return

- and rebuild David’s .
- fallen tent.

Its ruins I will rebuild,

and I will restore it,



Acts 15: 17 18 NIV

that the rest of mankmci l
may seek the Lord,

"even all the Gentiles
who bear my name,

says the Lord, who does
these things—things
known from long ago.



Acts 15' 19 NIV =

It is my Judgment
therefore, that we should
not make it difficult for

the Gentiles who are
turning to God.



Questlon

‘Who is creatmg -

these requirements
that is making it
ditficult for the
- Gentiles?



Acts 15 2() NIV ‘

Instead we should wrzte tO
them, telling them to
abstain from food polluted
by idols, from sexual
immorality, from the meat

of strangled animals and
from blood.

- e



— ——

- Please turn to:
Romans 14: 13-23



Romans 14: 13-23 NIV

Therefore let us stop
passing judgment on one
another. Instead, make up
your mind not to put any
stumbling block or obstacle
in the way of a brother or

Sister. '




Romans 14: 13-23 NIV

I am convinced, bemg '
fully persuaded in the Lord
- Jesus, that nothing is
unclean in itself. But if
anyone regards something
as unclean, then for that
person it is unclean.




Romans 14: 13-23 NIV

If your brother or sister is
distressed because of
‘what you eat, you are no
longer acting in love. Do
not by your eating destroy
someone for whom Christ

died.




Romans 14: 13 23 NIV

Therefore do not let what
you know ts good be
spoken of as evil. For the
- kingdom of God is nota
matter of eating and
drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit,




Romans 14 13 23 NIV

= ——
— —

because anyone who .
serves Christ in this way
1S pleasing to God and
receives human approval.

Let us therefore make
every effort to do what
leads to peace and to

-mutual edification.



Romans 14: 13-23 NIV

Do not destroy the work of
God for the sake of food
All food is clean, but it is
wrong for a person to eat

anything that causes
someone else to stumble.




Romans 14 13 23 NIV

= ——
—_ —

It IS better not to eat meat
or drink wine or to do
- anything else that will
cause your brother or
sister to fall.



Romans 14: 13-23 NIV

So whatever you belleve
about these things keep
between yourself and God.
Blessed is the one who
does not condemn himself
by what he approves.




Romans 14 13 23 NIV

= ——
— —

But whoever has doubts IS
condemned if they eat,
because their eating is not
from faith;, and everything
that does not come from
falth 1S Sin.



Acts 15 2() NIV ‘

Instead we should wrzte to
them, telling them to
- abstain from food .
polluted by idols, from
sexual immorality, from
the meat of strangled
animals and from blood.

——




food polluted by idols

Meat that had been '
butchered from animals
used in animal sacrifices
to pagan gods were often

sold at a discount price at
the back of the temple of

- the false god.

——



Acts 15 2() NIV ‘

Instead we should wrzte to
them, telling them to
abstain from food polluted
by idols, from sexual
immorality, from the
meat of strangled animals

and from blood.

——




sexual immorality
porneias
- TI0pVElag
sexual immorality

—— - =



sexual zmmomlzty (fornzcatzon)

= ——
—_ —

Any sexual activities that
are outside of those between
one man and one woman
who have been joined for life
in marriage. Some
examples are adultery,
homosexuality, pre-marital
sex, prostitution



Acts 15 2() NIV ‘

Instead we should wrzte to
them, telling them to
abstain from food polluted
by idols, from sexual
immorality, from the

meat of strangled
animals and from blood.

——




the meat of strangled animals

= ——
—_ —

Th1s 1S a reference to meat
from animals that have not
been killed properly.
Examples are animals that
die of themselves, or have
been killed by other
animals, or are not killed in

a proper way, by letting out
their blood.



Dedteropgge dse. "\

Do not eat anything you
find already dead...




Acts 15 2() NIV ‘

Instead we should wrzte to
them, telling them to
abstain from food polluted
by idols, from sexual
immorality, from the meat

of strangled animals and
from blood.

——




from blood

This is a reference to '
drinking the blood of
- animals which was
common practice with
pagan sacrifices and
rituals. '

= — ——
— —



Acts 15 21 NIV <

For the law of Moses has
been preached in every
city from the earliest times

and is read in the

synagogues on every
Sabbath 2




Acts 15: 22 NIV

= ——
— —

Then the apostles and
elders, with the whole
church, decided to choose
some of their own men and
send them to Antioch with
Paul and Barnabas. They
chose Judas (called
Barsabbas) and Silas, men
who were leaders among the
. believers.



Acts 15: 23 NIV

- With them.the%/ sent the
following letter:

The apostles and elders,
| your brothers,

To the Gentile believers in
Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:

Greetings.



Acts 15 24 NIV ‘

We have heard that some

went out from us without

our authorization and

disturbed you, troubling

your minds by what they
said.

- e




Questlon

What can happen
- when peopledo
things on their own
without
authorization?



When everyone does what
is right in their own eyes,
‘without the support of the
Church under the headship
of Christ, the only thing
that will result is chaos and

confusion. '



Acts 15: 25- 26 NIV

So we all agreed to choose
some men and send them
to you with our dear
- friends Barnabas and
Paul— men who have
risked their lives for the

name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.




Acts 15 27 NIV ‘

Therefore we are sendmg
Judas and Stlas to confirm
by word of mouth what we

are writing.

——



Acts 15 28 NIV

It seemed good to the Holy
Spirit and to us not to
burden you with anything
beyond the following
requirements:




Acts 15: 29 NIV

= ——
— —

You are to abstain from food
sacrificed to idols, from
blood, from the meat of

strangled animals and from

sexual immorality. You will
do well to avoid these thmgs.

Farewell.



Acts 15 30 31 NIV

So the men were sent off
and went down to Antioch,
where they gathered the
- church together and
delivered the letter. The
people read it and were
glad for its encouragmg
message.




Acts 15 32 NIV ‘

Judas and Silas, who '
themselves were prophets,
said much to encourage

and strengthen the
believers.

——



Acts 15 34 NIV s

After spendmg some tlme
there, they were sent off
by the believers with the
blessing of peace to return
to those who had sent
them.




Acts 15 35 NIV ‘

'But Paul and Barnabas '
remained in Antioch,
where they and many
others taught and
preached the word of the
Lord

- e



Next Week

——

- Please Read
Acts 15:36-16:40
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